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(5) Permission to utilize the Pribilof
Islands to conduct an approved re-
search program may be revoked by the
Director, Pribilof Islands Program at
any time for noncompliance with any
terms and conditions, or for violations
of any regulation or administrative
procedure in effect on the Pribilof Is-
lands.

[43 FR 5521, Feb. 9, 1978. Redesignated at 61
FR 11750, Mar. 22, 1996]

Subpart H—Dolphin Safe Tuna
Labeling

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 1385.

SOURCE: 61 FR 27794, June 3, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 216.90 Purpose.
This subpart governs the require-

ments for labeling of tuna or tuna
products sold in or exported from the
United States that suggest the tuna
was harvested in a manner not injuri-
ous to dolphins.

§ 216.91 Labeling requirements.
It is a violation of section 5 of the

Federal Trade Commission Act (15
U.S.C. 45) for any person subject to
U.S. jurisdiction, including any pro-
ducer, exporter, importer, distributor,
or seller of any tuna product exported
from the United States or offered for
sale in the United States to include on
the label of that product the term ‘‘dol-
phin safe’’ or any other term, phrase,
or symbol that claims or suggests that
the tuna contained in the product was
harvested using a fishing method that
is not harmful to dolphins, if the prod-
uct:

(a) Contains tuna harvested with a
large-scale driftnet; or

(b) Contains tuna harvested in the
ETP by a purse seine vessel 400 short
tons (362.8 metric tons) carrying capac-
ity or greater and is labeled in a man-
ner that violates the standards set
forth in § 216.92 or § 216.93.

§ 216.92 Purse seine vessels greater
than 400 short tons (362.8 metric
tons).

For purposes of § 216.91(b), any tuna
product containing tuna that were har-
vested in the ETP by a purse seine ves-

sel 400 short tons (362.8 metric tons)
carrying capacity or greater, must be
accompanied by:

(a) A completed Fisheries Certificate
of Origin;

(b) A written statement by the cap-
tain of each vessel that harvested the
tuna, certifying that the vessel did not
intentionally deploy a purse seine net
on or to encircle dolphins at any time
during the trip;

(c) A written statement certifying
that an observer, employed by or work-
ing under contract with the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission
or the Secretary, was on board the ves-
sel during the entire trip and that the
vessel did not intentionally deploy a
purse seine net on or to encircle dol-
phin at any time during the trip. The
statement must be signed by either:

(1) The Secretary; or
(2) A representative of the Inter-

American Tropical Tuna Commission;
and

(d) An endorsement on the Fisheries
Certificate of Origin by each exporter,
importer, and processor certifying
that, to the best of his or her knowl-
edge and belief, the Fisheries Certifi-
cate of Origin and attached documenta-
tion, accurately describe the tuna
products.

§ 216.93 Submission of documentation.
The documents required by § 216.92

must accompany the tuna product
whenever it is offered for sale or ex-
port, except that these documents need
not accompany the product when of-
fered for sale if:

(a) The documents do not require fur-
ther endorsement by any importer or
processor, and are submitted to offi-
cials of the U.S. Customs Service at
the time of import; or

(b) The documents are endorsed as re-
quired by § 216.92(d) and delivered to
the Director, Southwest Region, or to
the U.S. Customs Service at the time
of exportation.

§ 216.94 Requests to review docu-
ments.

At any time, the Assistant Adminis-
trator may request, in writing, any ex-
porter, importer, processor, distribu-
tor, or seller of any tuna or tuna prod-
uct labeled in a manner subject to the
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requirements of § 216.91, to produce,
within a specified time period, all doc-
umentary evidence concerning the ori-
gin of any product that is offered for
sale as ‘‘dolphin safe,’’ including the
original invoice.

§ 216.95 False statements or endorse-
ments.

Any person who knowingly and will-
fully makes a false statement or false
endorsement required by § 216.92 is lia-
ble for a civil penalty not to exceed
$100,000, that may be assessed in an ac-
tion brought in any appropriate Dis-
trict Court of the United States on be-
half of the Secretary.

Subpart I—General Regulations
Governing Small Takes of Ma-
rine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities

SOURCE: 61 FR 15887, Apr. 10, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 216.101 Purpose.
The regulations in this subpart im-

plement section 101(a)(5) (A) through
(D) of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972, as amended, 16 U.S.C.
1371(a)(5), which provides a mechanism
for allowing, upon request, the inciden-
tal, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fish-
ing) within a specified geographic re-
gion.

§ 216.102 Scope.
The taking of small numbers of ma-

rine mammals under section 101(a)(5)
(A) through (D) of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act may be allowed only if
the National Marine Fisheries Service:

(a) Finds, based on the best scientific
evidence available, that the total tak-
ing by the specified activity during the
specified time period will have a neg-
ligible impact on species or stock of
marine mammal(s) and will not have
an unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of those species or stocks
of marine mammals intended for sub-
sistence uses;

(b) Prescribes either regulations
under § 216.106, or requirements and

conditions contained within an inci-
dental harassment authorization issued
under § 216.107, setting forth permis-
sible methods of taking and other
means of effecting the least practicable
adverse impact on the species or stock
of marine mammal and its habitat and
on the availability of the species or
stock of marine mammal for subsist-
ence uses, paying particular attention
to rookeries, mating grounds, and
areas of similar significance; and

(c) Prescribes either regulations or
requirements and conditions contained
within an incidental harassment au-
thorization, as appropriate, pertaining
to the monitoring and reporting of
such taking. The specific regulations
governing certain specified activities
are contained in subsequent subparts of
this part.

§ 216.103 Definitions.
In addition to definitions contained

in the MMPA, and in § 216.3, and unless
the context otherwise requires, in sub-
sequent subparts to this part:

Arctic waters means the marine and
estuarine waters north of 60° N. lat.

Citizens of the United States and U.S.
citizens mean individual U.S. citizens or
any corporation or similar entity if it
is organized under the laws of the
United States or any governmental
unit defined in 16 U.S.C. 1362(13). U.S.
Federal, state and local government
agencies shall also constitute citizens
of the United States for purposes of
this part.

Incidental harassment, incidental tak-
ing and incidental, but not intentional,
taking all mean an accidental taking.
This does not mean that the taking is
unexpected, but rather it includes
those takings that are infrequent, un-
avoidable or accidental. (A complete
definition of ‘‘take’’ is contained in
§ 216.3).

Negligible impact is an impact result-
ing from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and
is not reasonably likely to, adversely
affect the species or stock through ef-
fects on annual rates of recruitment or
survival.

Small numbers means a portion of a
marine mammal species or stock whose
taking would have a negligible impact
on that species or stock.
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